ENG1P1
Persepolis – “Introduction” 

Vocabulary:

· Look up the following words in a dictionary. 

assimilated
embargo
fundamentalism
fanaticism
terrorism
extremists

repressive

regimes


Comprehension Questions: 

· Read the last paragraph of the introduction and answer the following.
1. According to the author, Marjane Satrapi, how is Iran viewed today?

2. How does she feel about this image?

3. The author explains two reasons for writing Persepolis. What are they?
ENG1P1

Persepolis – “The Veil” (p. 3 – 9) 

Vocabulary:

· Look up the following words in a dictionary. Add other words that you don’t understand.
obligatory (p. 3)

capitalism (p. 4)

decadence (p. 4)

avant-garde (p. 6)

prophet (p. 6)

predecessor (p. 7) 

disciple (p. 7)

wrath (p. 9)


Comprehension Questions: 

4. When does the novel begin?

5. What are two outcomes of the “Islamic Revolution”?

6. Did all women have the same response to the veil? Why?

7. Why was a picture of Marjane’s mother published in the newspaper? How did her mother respond? Why?

8. When Marji was six, what did she decide?

9. What are three reasons Marji wants to be a prophet?

10. Who does Marji have private discussions with?

11. How do others respond to Marji’s religious calling?

12. What does Marji tell her parents that she wants to be when she grows up? Why?

13. What three character traits of God does Marji wish to have as a prophet?
ENG1P1

Persepolis – “The Bicycle” (p. 10 – 17) 

Vocabulary:

· Look up the following words in a dictionary. Add other words that you don’t understand.
tyranny (p. 11)

submission (p. 11)

imperialism (p. 11)

forbade (p. 14) 

perpetrate (p. 15)


Comprehension Questions: 

1. Write a four-five sentence summary of this chapter. Include proper nouns.
ENG1P1

Persepolis – “The Water Cell” (p. 18 – 25) 

Vocabulary:

· Look up the following words in a dictionary. Add other words that you don’t understand.
degenerate (p. 18) 
putsch (p. 19)

republic (p. 19)

secular (p. 20)

entourage (p. 23)

rabble (p. 23) 

conscience (p. 23)

rheumatism (p. 25)


Comprehension Questions: 

2. How does Marji think a king is chosen?

3. What does Marji find out about her Grandpa?

4. Why did Marji’s Grandpa study Communism?

5. Why do you think God comes to visit Marji again after being away for so long?

ENG1P1

Persepolis – “Persepolis” (p. 26 – 32) 

Vocabulary: Look up the following words in a dictionary. Add other words that you don’t understand.
dynasty (p. 27)

splendor (p. 27)

frivolity (p. 28)

cadaver (p. 31)

royalist (p. 31) 

Comprehension Questions: 

6. How does Marji’s grandmother react to Marji’s questions about the past?

7. What kind of ruler was the Shah compared to Reza?

8. What did Marji’s father do every day that makes her mother so nervous? Why is this activity strictly forbidden?
9. What happens when a second dead man is carried out of the hospital on a stretcher? 
10. What happens next that surprises Marji and amuses her family? What do the widow’s actions show about some Persian/ Iranian people at this time?
11. What does Marji realize after she laughs with her family?

ENG1D1

Persepolis – “The Letter” (p. 33 – 39) 

Vocabulary: write the part of speech and definition for the following words.
clandestine (p. 33) 
Kurd (Kurdish) (p. 33) n. a member of a largely agricultural Islamic people who live in Kurdistan; the largest ethnic group without their own state
Comprehension Questions: 

Write a four-five sentence summary of this chapter. Include proper nouns.
ENG1P1

Persepolis – “The Party” (p. 40 – 46) 

Vocabulary: write the part of speech and definition for the following words.
Freemason (p. 41) n. a member of a widespread secret club whose members

promise to help each other 

effigy (p. 41)

refuge (p. 43)

exiled (p. 43)

sentiment (p. 43)

phenomena (p. 44)

euphoria (p. 45)

Comprehension Questions: 
12. How does the picture of the people on page 42 differ from the one at the beginning of the chapter?
13. How had the U.S. changed its attitude toward Iran?
14. According to Marji’s dad, why will the Middle East never have peace?
15. What causes Marji to become angry and confused when she returns to school?
16. What story did Marji’s neighbour make up about the spot on her cheek? Why did they make up this story?

17. Why do Marji and her friends want to attack Ramin?

18. What two lessons does Marji learn from her mother?
19. Why does Ramin believe his father is not a murderer? How does his comment reflect the attitude of other children?

ENG1P1

Persepolis – “The Heroes” (p. 47 – 53) 

Vocabulary: write definitions you understand for the following words.
liberate (p. 47) v. 
subversive (p. 47) adj. intended to weaken or overthrow a government
cyanide (p. 51) n. an extremely poisonous salt that can kill if swallowed

Comprehension Questions: 
Write a four-five sentence summary of this chapter. Include proper nouns.
ENG1P1

Persepolis – “Moscow” (p. 54 – 61) 

Vocabulary: write definitions that you understand for the following words.
proclaimed (p. 55) v.
shun (p. 58) v. 

Comprehension Questions: 

20. Why does Marji tell lies about her father? What is your opinion of her behaviour?
21. Where did Anoosh go? What do you think of his decision?
22. How does Anoosh’s father react to his return? Why?
23. Why did Anoosh have to leave so quickly after his arrival? Where did he go?
24. Who came to visit Fereydoon before his execution?

25. What do we learn about how single mothers are treated in Iran at this time?

26. What caused Anoosh to suffer most in life? Why?
27. Why does Anoosh share his story with Marji?
28. What gift does Anoosh give to Marji? What do you think it means (symbolizes)?
29. How does Marji’s conflict from the beginning of the chapter ended? 
30. What seems to be the theme or message of this chapter?

ENG1P1

Persepolis – “The Sheep” (p. 62 – 71) 

Vocabulary: write definitions that you understand for the following words.
nationalism (p. 62) n. excessive love for one’s country

proletariat (p. 62) n. the working class
divine (p. 66) adj. godlike

Comprehension Questions
Write a four-five sentence summary of this chapter. Include proper nouns.
ENG 1P1

Persepolis – “The Trip” (p. 72 – 79) 

Vocabulary: write definitions that you understand for the following words.
decreed (p. 73) v. to give an order by law
ensure (p. 73) v.
pursuit (p. 73) n. striving, chasing, or going after something
moron (p. 74) n. 

emanate (p. 74) v. to come from something

ideological (p. 75) adj. of or concerned with ideas or a way of thinking

For each of the next nine chapters, your homework will be to write a two-four sentence summary of the chapter that includes important proper nouns. (Names and Places that are Capitalized)
Persepolis – “The F – 14s” (p. 80 – 86) 
Persepolis – “The Jewels” (p. 87 – 93) 

Persepolis – “The Key” (p. 94 – 102) 

Persepolis – “The Wine” (p. 103 – 110) 

Persepolis – “The Cigarette” (p. 111 – 117) 

Persepolis – “The Passport” (p. 118 – 125) 

Persepolis – “Kim Wilde” (p. 126 – 134) 

Persepolis – “The Shabbat” (p. 135 – 142) 

Persepolis – “The Dowry” (p. 143 – 153) 























































